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Key Vocabulary 
Humanities  



  Foundation Stage- Autumn   

 

 

 

 PSED C and L PD Lit Maths UTW EAD 
F1 - Autumn 1  
Settling  in  

Home 
School 

Friend 
kind 

Lunch time 
Play time 
Outside 

 

Talk 
Book 

picture 

Sort 
count 

Ipad 
Family 

 
 

pen 
paper 

home corner 

F2 - Autumn 1  
Knowing me, 
knowing you. 

Happy 
Sad 

Angry 
Wait 

 
 

Please 
Help 

Thank you 
Friend 
Family 

Duck fingers 
Jump 
Run 

Crawl 
Fast 
slow 

 

Letter 
Letter name 
Letter sound 

Special friends 
(phonics) 

Blend 
segment 

Sort 
Same 

Different 
small and large 
tall, long, short 

Family 
Share 

Emotions 
 

Sweep 
Scribble 

Swirl 

F1 - Autumn 2 
Peace at last. 

Friends 
Share 
Kind 

My turn 
Your turn 

Happy 
Sad 

Talking 
Listening ears 

speak 
under 
on top 

 

Safe 
Hungry 
Tired 
Clean 

Title 
One upon a time 

Bear 
Sleep 
Hour 
Tired 

The end 

Number 
Count 
Full 

Empty 

Cold 
Hot 

Light 
Dark 

Winter 

Colour 
Make 
Build 
Stick 

F2 - Autumn 2 
 
Starlight 

Turn taking 
Friendship 

Caring 
Unkind 
Upset 
Angry 

Excited 
Shocked 

Take turns 
Listen 
Chat 

Conversation 
Pronunciation 

Next to 
Behind 

Stretch  
Strong  
Under  
Over  

Next to  

Author 
Illustrator 

Setting 
Character 

 

Sharing 
Counting 

Total 
Equal 
More 
Fewer 

 

Seasons 
Changes 
Summer 
Spring 
Autumn 
Winter 

Celebration  
Nativity   
Diwali  

 

Shimmer 
Construct 

Create 
Attach 

 



Foundation Stage- Spring  

 

 PSED C and L PD Lit Maths UTW EAD 
 F1 - Spring 1  
Let’s all creep 
through crocodile 
creek. 

Scary 
Panic 

Fearsome 
Frightful 

Gnarly 
 

Through 
Under 
Over 

In 
On top 
Infront 
Behind 

Creep 
Clambered 

Slippy, slidey 
Shortcut 

Slowly 
Fast 

Swinging 

Title 
One upon a time 

Bear 
Sleep 
Hour 
Tired 

The end 

Long 
Short 
Heavy 
Light 

Balance 
 

Journey 
Adventure 

Vines 
Gloomy 
Creek 
Dark  

Crooked 
Knobbly 
Pokey 
Pointy 
Slimy 

 
 

F2 - Spring 1  
Around the world 

guess 
team 

together 
different 
get along 

station 
comfy 
bumpy 
stare 
notice 

scruffy 
muddy 

 

tripod grip 
whizz 

trundle 
zoom 

speedy 
explore 

 

Blurb 
Author 

Illustrator 
Capital letter 

Full stop 
Finger space 
Letter name 
Letter sound 

Special friends 

Zero 
Mass 

Capacity 
Greater 

heavy, heavier, 
heaviest, 

light, lighter, 
lightest 
on time 

Transport 
Travel 
Engine 
Road 

Road signs 
London 
Tourist 
Vehicles 

China 

Wheels 
Doors 

Steering 
shiny 
rusty 

gleaming 
 

F1 - Spring 2 
The pirates are 
coming  
 

Specail 
Important 
Welcome 

Lonely 
shairing 

Warning 
False alarm 

Ashore 
Map 

instruction 

Trudged 
Balance 
Silently 
March 
Teams 

Yelled 
Growled 

Draw 
meaning 

Pattern 
Coins 
Shape 

How many? 
Equals 
Match 
pair 

Pelican 
Attic 
Barrel 

Villager 
Harbour 

home 

Bobbing 
Rusty 

Captain 
Crew 

treasure 

F2 - Spring 2  
Spring into 
Spring                                    

Hatch 
Family 

Different 
Love 

Caring 
spiny anteater 

 

develop 
protect confident 

environment 
nourishment under 

past 
over 

across 

plod 
slink 

scratch 
waddle 

through creeping 
perched prowling 

stamping 

Rhyme 
Segment 

Blend 
Author 

Illustrator 
Capital letter 

Full stop 
Finger space 

Representing sorting 
Order numerals 

Composition 
Counting back 

Comparing 
matching Pattern 

bird 
fish 

insect 
reptile 
grow 

Flower 
Leaf 
Seed 
Soil 
Root 

shell 
yolk 

egg white 
fragile 

speckled 
 



Foundation Stage-Summer  

 
 PSED C and L PD Lit Maths UTW EAD 
F1- Summer 1  
 
The Sea Saw 
 

Incredibly special 
Lost 

Precious 
Cross 
Lose 

Why? 
How? 

Rhythm 
Remember 

Listen 
 
 

Dig 
Build 

Throwing 
Catching 
Patting 
Pushing 
Tumble 

Writing 
Control 

Bold Lines 
Characters 

Logos 
Print 

 

Volume 
Size 

Shaped 
Order 
Sort 
Time 
Float 
Sink 

Map 
Island 
Sea 
UK 
Old 
New 

Telephones 
River 
Lake 

Decorate 
Weave 

Patterns 
Music 
Calm 

Stormy 
Shimmering 

Battered 

F2-  
Summer 1  
All creature 
great and small 

observe 
shelter 
noisy 
busy 

explore 
environment 

 

Why 
Who 
What 
Where 
When 
How 

Question 
Instruction 

crawl 
climb 

wriggle 
bounce 
scuttle 
slide 

slither 
creep 

Rhyme 
Segment 

Blend 
Author 

Illustrator 
Capital letter 

Full stop 
Finger space 

double 
sharing 
grouping 

Equal Groups 
Half 
Odd 
even 

 

Wood 
Plants 

Animals 
Insect 
Listen 
Look 

minibeast 
invertebrates 

tiny 
shiny 
fierce 
shaggy 
speedy 
spotty 
Smooth 
Rough 

F1-  
Summer 2 
Gigantosaurus 
 

Wrong 
Right 

Believe 
Lie 

Honest 
Good friend 

Investigate 
Enormous 
Muffled 

Shrugged 
Rules 
Who? 

Where? 
When? 

Stomp 
Stretch up 

Run 
Flap 

Tiptoe 
Swing 

End 
Information 
Front cover 

Title 
Words 
Future 

List 

Tall 
Small 
Round 

Measure 
Match 
Add 
Half 

Pattern 

Archaeologist 
Melt 

Volcano 
Erupt 
Lava 
Jaws 
Hatch 
Nest 

Soft 
Hard 

Spikey 
Bumpy 
Smash 
Crunch 

 
 

F2- 
Summer 2  
The next 
adventure. 

Save 
Protect 
Rescue 
Team 
Crew 

Transition 
 

Count down 
Blast off 

Flash 
Villain 

Help line 
Support 

 

Float 
Fly 

Zoom 
Safe 

Safety equipment 
Risk 

Careful 
 
 

Superhero 
Villain 
Rescue 
Protect 

Super power 
Universe 

Intergalactic 

Subitising 
Doubling 

matching pairs 
Sharing 
Grouping 

Odd 
even 
Half 

Equal groups 

Space 
Star 

Marvellous 
Light 
Dark 
Night 
Day 

Shimmer 
Sparkle 
Glisten 

Glow  tune/melody, 
loud, soft, fast, 

slow 



   

Geography  
 

Year 1 
Geography of 
school grounds 
Cold places 

Geography of 
school grounds 
Cold places 
(continued) 

Hot areas of the 
world 

Equator 

 World maps – 7 
continents and 5 

oceans 

 

Village 
Aerial view 

Map 
Location 

 
 

Physical features 
Human features 

Weather 
Seasons 
Equator 

North Pole 
South Pole 

Globe 
Continent 
Equator 
Weather 

 Ocean 
Continent 

Pacific 
Arctic 
Indian 

Atlantic 
Southern 

North America 
South America 

Africa 
Antarctica 
Australasia 

Europe 
Asia 

 

Year 2 
Recap the capital 
cities of the four 
countries. World’s 
seven continents 
and 5 oceans 

Birds eye view – 
link to maps and 

globes. Four 
countries and 

capitals in the UK 

 Human and physical 
geography of local area  

 

Compare a small 
area of the UK 

with a small area 
in a contrasting 

 



and surrounding 
seas. Human and 

physical 
geography of local 

area. 

non-European 
country 

Country 
Climate 

Capital city 
River 

Landmark 
Map 

Symbols 
Village 
Flag 

Continent 
Ocean 

 

There isn’t one for 
Autumn 2. This is a 
history unit and we 
just have a couple 
of Geog lessons 

that feed into it. 
Lydia spoke about 
this this morning. 
I will repeat the 

vocab from 
Autumn 1. 

 

 forest 
hill 

vegetation 
soil 

river 
port 
city 
town 

village 
factory 
harbour 

population 
locate 
locality 
identity 

area 
weather 
similar 

different 
climate 

 
 

Year 3 
Where have you 
been on holiday? 
Uk geographical 
regions (North 

West, Midlands, 
etc) 

Coastal regions 
Physical features- 

seas, coasts, 
oceans 

  Global geographical 
regions 

Locational knowledge- 
oceans, hemispheres, 

North Pole, South Pole, 
Arctic and Antarctic 

Rivers (link with 
history- early 

civilisations that 
grew on rivers) 

 

region 
human geography 

physical geography 

  ocean 
hemisphere 

poles 

River  
Erosion 

tributary 

 



compass point 
coast 
sea 

ocean 
beach 

country 
city  

 
 

south 
north 

Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn 

equator  

source 
streams 

bed 
valley 
bank 

meander 
transportation  

deposition   
 

Year 4 
Southern and 

eastern Europe  
1 lesson on 

Greece 
(mostly history 

term) 

Volcanoes and 
earthquakes 

Northern Europe – 
contrasting Bay of 

Naples with NW England 
Human geography 
 

 

Forests of Europe  
 
 

Central and 
Eastern Europe 

 
 

Mediterranean 
Europe 
country 

continent 
capital city 

climate zone 
environmental 

regions 
tundra 

mountainous 
topographical 
features 

resources 
foods 

materials 
minerals 

Volcano 
Earthquake 

Eruption 
epicentre 

Lava 
Magma 
Crater 

Earth’s crust 
Tectonic plates 

 

region 
diverse 

Ordnance survey map 
symbols 

North West of England 
landscape 
land use 

settlement 
Bay of Naples 

volcano 
 

climate 
ecosystem 
biodiversity 
flora 
fauna 
coniferous forest 
deciduous forest 
ever green 

 

climate 
continent 
country 

capital city 
landscapes 
weather 
mouth 

estuary 
source 
Rhine 

Year 5 
North America North America UK counties and 

cities 
   



 
 

continent 
climate 
biome 
tourist 
trade 

landmark 
human geography 

physical geography 
compass 
tectonic  
region 

Latitude 
Longitude 

 

continent 
climate 
biome 
tourist 
trade 

landmark 
human geography 

physical geography 
compass 
tectonic  
region 

Latitude 
Longitude 
Northern 

Hemisphere 
Southern 

Hemisphere 
Equator 

Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of 
Capricorn 

Antarctic Circle 
Arctic Circle 

county 
city 

region 
compass point 
town/village 

The British Isles 
urban 
rural 

 

   

Year 6 
 Climate zones and 

biomes 
Climate zones and 

biomes 
Locational knowledge 

South America 
  

 
 
 

biome 
climate 

ecosystem 

biome 
climate 

ecosystem 

Southern hemisphere 
Northern hemisphere 

equator 

 
 
 

 
 
 



temperate 
arid 

vegetation 

temperate 
arid 

vegetation 

environmental region 
coastlines 
longitude 
latitude 

 

 

History 
 

Year 1 
   

 
 
 
 

Changes within living 
memory – old toys – 
what toys did our 

grandparents have? 

 Lives of 
significant others 

– Columbus, 
Armstrong (link 
to travel – hot 
and cold places) 

 
 
 

  Modern 
Victorian 
Material 
Change 

Electronic 
Console 

Batteries 
Toy 

 Astronaut 
Famous 

Explorer 
Discoverer 
Evidence 

Commander 



Year 2 
 Events beyond 

living memory – 
Gunpowder plot 
1605/ link with 
Bonfire night 
 

 

In depth study of 
Great fire of 

London. Link to 
revision unit. 

Significant historical 
events, people and 
places in their own 
locality – how has a 

woodland area changed? 
Which people have been 

influential? 

Ww1 vocabulary needed here 
We no longer do WW1 

 Anniversary 
Government 
Houses of 
Parliament 
Gunpowder 

Plot 
Treason 
Catholic 

Protestant   
Monarch 

Bakery 
London 

River Thames 
Diary 

Eye-witness 
Embers 

Fire-hooks 
Firebreak 
Flammable 
Valuables 

Significant 
Memory 
Change 
Locality 
Influence 
Contribute 

Commemorate  
Canal 

Engineer 
Woodland 

  

Year 3 
  Changes in Britain 

from Stone Age 
to Iron Age 

 the achievements 
of the earliest 

civilisations 

In depth study 
of Ancient 

Egypt- 
 
 

 

 archaeologist 
site 

monument 
artefact 
Neolithic 
preserve 

tribes 
flint 

settlement 

 Civilisation 
Settlement 

Achievement 
Trade 

 

afterlife 
Akhet 

Canopic jars 
dynasty 

Egyptologist 
hieroglyphics 

mummification 
papyrus 
pharaoh 



agriculture 
era/period 

hill fort 

sarcophagus 

Year 4 
 Ancient Greeks 

 
Romans 

 
(only 1 or 2 

lessons) 

Romans and their impact 
on Britain 

 
 

 Iron age hill 
forts (2 lessons) 

 acropolis 
assembly 
citizens 
culture 

civilisation 
democracy 

dictatorship 
empire 

Olympics 
law 

justice 
myth 

architecture 
 
 
 

influence 
conquer  
invade 

settlement 
 

celts 
chiefs 
gaul 

emperor 
empire 

BC (before Christ) 
AD (Anno Domini) 

settlement 
invasion 
conquer 
rebel  

 Ore 
Conquest 

Significant 
Influential 

Legacy 
Consequence 

Fortified 
Civilisations 
Specialist 
Efficient 
Inhabited 
Surplus 

 

Year 5 
   Anglo Saxons Vikings Non-European 

Society contrast 
with British 

history 
   Angles 

Anglo Saxons 
Viking 

Anglo Saxon 
astronomy 
calendar 



Christianity 
Jutes 

Migration  
Pagans 
Picts 
Runes 

Settler  
Thatch 

Wattle and daub 

Norse 
Pagan 
Thane 

Longship 
Dangeald 
Pillaged 

Exile 
Wergild 

raid 

hieroglyphics 
Kings/Queens 

Maize 
Numbers 
Pok-a-toc 
Pyramids 
Sacrifice 

Stelae  

Year 6 
WW2      
battle  

war 
civil war 

propaganda 
rationing 

ally 
appeasement  

    
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 


