Year 6 Writing Mat

Create a Mood!
Subjunctive Mood
Where appropriate, in formal writing,
use the subjunctive mood:
If I were Queen, ...
Were there to he a change in my
circumatances...
I wicsh he were...

Where appropriote, coan you switch
between levels ,o,@ ,@,orm,aii,t,g ,gf,o,m.

{ormal to informal?

A surnvey this
week, which soys almost 50% of the
UK populotion heliexe thaot there is
other intelligent Life out there within
the wniwverse; in fockt, it is «a
mainstream viewpoint shored ocross
most of the western world. So, what
do you think? Martians, aliens, Little
green. medn. — or whatever Mo mwont to
ctll them - oafter years of seajrching,
rve Yet tohe found anywhere in the
niverse. Does that mean thley ewver
il
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Appropriate Vocahulary!
Where appropriate, use
suitable languoqge
choices for the given
piece of writing,
whether it he formal or
informal.

e.q. find out- discowver

a.sk ,{,af- reqiLest

Ensure the appropriote
structures for bhoth
informal and formal
writing aore umsed.

Examples:
He’ls your friend, isnt he?

If I were Queen...

aggressive desperate language rhyme
attached erwironment | muscle sincere
avuilable equip(-ped) | necessary sincerely
averuge equipment neighbour soldier
bargain exaggerute | occupy sufficient
bruise excellent occur suggest
comumunity foreign prejudice thorough
competition. | forty privilege twelfth.
conscious, government | programme vegetahle
controversy guarantee pronunciation | vehicle
conwvenience | harass queue yacht
Punctuation Reminders:
Al . 200, 01"0) e 2 g -
Use a full range of punctuation.

colloguialisms,

/sJ.,a,n,,g or less

{ orm.al ,L,a.,n.,g uage

refer ,dj.,rz,c,t,l.,g

to the reader

Active and Passive

Use active and possive
sentences appropriotely
to affect the
presentation:

Actinve: | hroke the window
in the green house.

Passine: The window was
broken in the ,grz.enh,a,u./sz.




Use a thesaurus to look for more
ambitiouws

Why uwse frighitened’ when y.ou

could wse...

startled
apprehensine

alarmed

Or show’ a characters feelingas:
his hreathing quickened
her heart raced

sweat trickled —gasping for air

An is a word opposite in
meaning to another.

Fast is an antonym Lor slow.

Use semi colons, colons and

dashes to mark independent
clauwses:

Lt felt like forever- the longest six
weeks holiday of all time. Jackls
eyes slowly opened, there was no
one to be seen. They .all knew his
secrelt: he was a specialist secret

,agzn,é.

Time: Subseguenily.. Later thalt
day...

Place: leep inside the forest..,
Below the sea...

Frequency: COccasionally,

0{12/7,

Contrast| Caunse: On the
other hand, In contrast, As
a result, Consequently

Manner: Breathing heawiliy,
Waiting aniouwsly

N.ot
only con you Use like
he, she, it or they instead .of
repeating a name or names bt
how ahbhout other nomes or titles
too? Here's some examples: the
teacher, she, Mrs Smith, the Lovely
mwoman or the lady with the long
halr

Words coan sometimes he
omitted Lrom sentences as this
information will alreoady he
known to the reade.r.

The younger child was wvery
outgoing, the older much more
sresesrved.

Layout Devices
o hz,a,dj,n,g A
. suh-headings
o columns

o bullet points
o tahles

Use a colon to open a
list and hullet

points to list items.

Hyphens

These can bhe used to
anoid ambiguity.

Re ~c.over V& re.covesr

Man —eating sharkt vs
man ealting shark

Suhioct/Obioct
Instead of
performing the
action, os subjects
usmally do, ohjects
sreceive the action

and usumally follow
the ~verh.

The ,g,z,/:l/s Lthrew 2ggs.
Max drunk coffee.
SVvo




